SUPREME COURT RULES LOCAL GOVERNMENTS CAN SET ELECTION RULES ... The Florida Supreme Court on Thursday ruled that the state election code does not automatically preempt local governments from passing their own election laws. But the court also concluded that a provision passed by Sarasota County voters that required mandatory audits following elections conflicted with state law and was unconstitutional.

The court case stemmed from a 2006 county charter amendment where voters in Sarasota County approved switching from touch-screen voting machines to ones that utilize a paper ballot. The Secretary of State's office fought the amendment, saying that the state needed to make sure that election supervisors across Florida followed uniform guidelines.  Gov. Charlie Crist pushed to ban touch-screen voting machines in 2007 so part of the case is now moot.  But a spokeswoman for Secretary of State Kurt Browning said the department was pleased that the audit requirement was struck down. But the department plans to ask legislators to change state law to make it clear that the state election law does preempt local ones.

In the ruling six of the seven justices agreed that the state's election laws do not automatically preempt local ones. But two justices disagreed with other portions of the ruling. Justice Charles Canady recused himself.
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