LEGAL CHALLENGE FILED AGAINST BIOMASS PLANT ... A group of more than 20 Gulf County residents have filed a legal challenge against a proposed biomass gas electric plant at the site of the former St. Joe Co. paper mill in Port St. Joe. Biomass Gas & Electric has proposed building the Northwest Florida Renewable Energy Center to heat and convert wood chips into gas that would be burned to create electricity. The proposed 47-megawatt power plant would produce enough power for about 47,000 homes. 

In their legal challenge filed with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, the Gulf County residents say the company has failed to provide assurances that the plant would not release toxic air pollutants or emissions that would contribute to climate change. The petition also points out that the site also is near the former Millview neighborhood where contaminated ash from the former paper mill was dumped before homes were built there. DEP said it is reviewing the hearing request. There was no response today from Biomass Gas & Electric. The company had proposed building on Florida State University land in Tallahassee but withdrew the project a year ago after neighboring residents filed a legal challenge.
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